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Welcome to the land of Ardèche-Hermitage lying on both sides of the river 
Rhône, its guardian angel. Here, the gentle climate of southern France 
begins…

As newly arrived visitors, let yourselves be carried away by the  good life along 
with the rich heritage of the towns and villages along the river Rhône such 
as Tain l’Hermitage and Tournon-sur-Rhône, both ports of call for river cruises.

Just lift your gaze and take in the beauty of the landscapes around you;  steep 
slopes with their enchanting vineyards, woodland and orchards of Drôme des 
Collines to the more wild, hilly life of the Ardèche plateau. 

On this endless playground active travellers will find hundreds of kilometres 
of trails for cycling, mountain-bike or rambling;  food lovers, a rich heritage of 
wine and cuisine and the more curious ones, gems to discover !

There are  numerous riches we need to preserve in order to share them with 
future generations. At a time where responsible tourism  is being encouraged, 
Ardèche Hermitage Tourism seeks to promote a way of travelling that 
respects local development, protects the environment and opens doors to 
new encounters. By committing itself to a more eco-friendly approach the 
Tourist Office has become an exemplary model.
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A region to discover  

1h south of Lyon, between Ardèche & Drôme 
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By plane  
Lyon St Exupéry Airport

By train  
TGV railway station in Valence (2 hrs from Paris)  
SNCF railway station in Tain l’Hermitage 

By car
A7 motorway 
Exit N° 13 Tain l’Hermitage

By coach 
In Ardèche (le Sept) :
    Line 3 : Annonay-Valence
    Line 5 : Tournon – le 
Chambon-sur-Lignon
    Line 11 : Tournon - La Louvesc
In Drôme : (Sradda)
   Line 3 : Romans - Tain/Tournon
Inter city Ardèche Hermitage line : 
   The Arche agglo bus
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Quelques dates
 

 Tain l’Hermitage Wine Fair 
39th edition, 40 years old 
24th to 26th February 2023,
www.salondesvinsdetain.fr

Accords « Mai & Vins » 
- From May 1st to May 31st,  
a whole entertainment 
program around our 
vineyards 
www.ardeche-hermitage.com

 The great weekend  
 of Crozes-Hermitage Wines 
2nd edition 
14th to 16th April 2023,
legrandweekend.crozes-hermitage-vin.fr 

Di’vin moonlight evening
tasting evening in 
exceptional places 2 dates in 
summer.
www.ardeche-hermitage.com

the Apéro-vignes 
an afterwork in the heart of 
the vineyard… Thursdays in 
July and August…
www.ardeche-hermitage.com

 Fascinating "Vignobles  
 & Découvertes" weekend 
10th edition 
Over a weekend, visitors head 
out to discover Hermitage 
en Saint-Joseph, listed as a 
“Vignobles & Découvertes” 
destination along with its three 
renowned wine appellations : 
Hermitage, Saint Joseph and 
Crozes-Hermitage. On the 
programme : new activities 
each year and plenty of 
entertainment round thetheme 
of wine know-how and the land.      
www.fascinant-weekend.fr

Le Domaine des Granges: 
resistants grapes varieties 
Great grandson of f ruit farmers and 
winemakers and  coperative member of the 
Cave Clairmont for many years, Pascal Guerby 
launched himself into the culture of resilient 
grape varieties when his partner Daphné 
Martin and his son Julien Guerby joined the 
adventure in 2020. The trio now farm several 
hybrid varieties developed by INRA (National 
Institute of Agronomical Research) : Artaban 
for white wine, Floréal for red and Caladoc 
for rosé – all resistant to mildew and powdery 
mildew. Their first harvest can be discovered 
at the espace de dégustation (tasting room) in 
the centre of the village La Roche de Glun. The 
place is open on Saturday morning and during 
the week on booking. Not to be missed for 
those who are interested in soil conservation 
farming and new methods of production. 

Rebirth of la Maison Delas 
Founded in 1835 on the right bank, la Maison 
Delas (group Delas/Deutz) has crossed the 
river Rhône to set up in the centre of Tain 
l’Hermitage. At the end of 2019 the new 
building was opened. A unique architectural 
style now groups together all the activities  : 
modern stainless steel fermenting vats 
coupled with a two-floor winery and its 777 
oak barrels and a new tasting cellar. 
www.delas.com

THE FLEETING BAR  
OF THE MAISON Paul Jaboulet 
Only one of its kind, the fleeting bar at 
Hermitage Chapel, situated at the top of the 
famous National Trust-listed hillside, offers an 
unbeatable experience for wine enthusiasts. 
In the background a breathtaking view over 
the Rhône Valley and to tickle your tastebuds, 
the very best of Paul Jaboulet Senior wines. An 
address not to be missed ! Open from May to 
September. Please book in advance
www.vineum.blogspot.com

Une parenthèse en Hermitage  
avec Chapoutier 
Visiting the vineyard, guided tasting sessions, 
food and wine meals…. The Michel Chapoutier 
School demystifies wine and combines it 
with the generosity of sharing. Just a few 
steps away from the cellar, le Marius Bistro, of 
the Fac & Spera 3-star hotel, reveals regional 
culi-nary delicacies, highlighting innovation, 
while the hotel offers 55 comfortable, fully-
equipped rooms and 8 appart hotels for one-
night stayovers. Several gîtes nestled in the 
heart of the vineyards or in the centre of 
Tainl’Hermitage are also available. 
www.chapoutier-gites.com
www.chapoutier.com
www.hotel.facetspera.fr

An exceptional new hideaway   
at the « Maison Cave de Tain »  
When visiting the Rhône Valley “Maison Cave 
de Tain” is a must. This boutique, situated 
along the mythical National 7 highway, 
was inaugurated in autumn 2022. It offers 
vintage wines from Tain winery and other 
partner wineries (Terres Secrètes, Vignerons 
Ardéchois, Chassenay d’Arce only to mention 
a few...) Regional produce can be found there 
also. On the first floor are the Terres de Syrah 
off ices, the oenotourism and TerraRhona 
centre and also the Tain Winery training 
school. Fancy a visit ? Just cross the road as you 
come out of the Cité du Chocolat Valrhona ! 
www.cavedetain.com 
terresdesyrah.com

The Cave de Tain is celebrating 
its 90th anniversary 
With its 250 winegrower members and 
5 millions bottles sold every year, the 
winery has built its success on three 
keywords : quality, innovation and 
sustainable development. The guided 
tour is a journey through the heart of 
the wine cellar and storehouse ending 
with a tasting of
wines amongst the Nobles Rives, 
Parcellaires and Crus d’Exception. Open 
all year round.

Ardèche-Hermitage makes an excellent tourist destination with its three 
appellations (AOC) amongst the most prestigious of the northern Côtes du 
Rhône wine region : Hermitage, Crozes-Hermitage and Saint-Joseph. Showing 
an interest in a know-how of many years, work on the vine, is well worth it.

Take a different look at the vineyard ...
In Ardèche-Hermitage, renowned wineries stand alongside 
smaller estates, real gems nestled on the hillsides. Most of them 
open their doors offering immersive experiences, competing  with 
originality : tastings in the wine cellars, visits to the winery, picnics 
in the heart of the vineyards, moments for learning, outings in a 
buggy or on a gyropod… 

The more sporty ones may jump astride the saddle accompanied 
by  Fabien Louis, manager of “Des Terrasses du Rhône” and also 
an experienced somelier. He will take you through the vineyard 
on an e-bike or, with his new feature this year, a Volkswagen 
Combi ! Aboard this 1977 totally restored vehicle to discover the 
5 flagship northern Côtes du Rhône appellations (Hermitage, 
Saint Joseph, Crozes Hermitage, Cornas & Saint Péray) is a journey 
taking you back in time guaranteed.  Choose between the two 
possibilities: an outing lasting around 1 hour including a short 
gourmet break or why not make the moment last a little longer 
and enjoy a complete meal in the heart of the vines. Allow about 
3 hours for this memorable and unique moment in Ardèche 
Hermitage. 
ausommelier-tain.com  
www.baladesviticoles.com

Not to be forgotten is the traditional outing aboard the Little 
Hermitage vineyard train. Every Tuesday evening in the summer 
months visitors can jump aboard and visit the town of Tain 
l’Hermitage and its famous vineyard slopes... The station master 
has a surprise for you... A stop in the heart of the vines for a 
tasting of 3 exceptional vintage wines with Fabien Louis along 
with a bite to eat. Not to be missed ! 
www.petit-train-des-vignes.com/fr/

A little about history:
Hermitage Hill and the knight of 
Sterimberg
Legend has it that the hill was home 
to a hermitage built by Gaspard de 
Sterinberg in 1224. Upon his return 
from the Crusades, the knight chose 
to live in seclusion from the world on 
the top of this hill. He invited other 
soldiers to join him and created a 
community dedicated to
wine-growing near Saint-Christophe 
Chapel. Today, the chapel is owned 
by Maison Paul Jaboulet Ainé and is 
the symbol of one of France’s most 
prestigious wines : Hermitage.

Romane Vallon, at “Hauts les Grappes” 
in Tournon-sur-Rhône : After passing the 
national diploma of oenology in Bordeaux,  
her globetrotter personality took  her around 
the world distilling her know-how in several 
countries (Italy, New Zealand, Corsica...) before 

deciding to set up a tasting workshop in her birth town in 
summer 2021. Hauts les Grappes is a place where you can 
learn, in French or English, all about wine in a simple and 
friendly setting and discover other treasures as well ! The 
workshops are on booking and always adaptable to suit. On 
Saturday once a month, is an open-house initiation for all, 
enabling individual participants to join a group of tasters. 
You can also contact Romane  to visit vine-yards, wineries 
and for  wine tours for small groups. 
hautlesgrappes.fr

Eric Seignovert at the Auberge 
Monnet in la Roche de Glun : Eric 
is a great ambassador for the 
region and epicurean at heart. 
As a restaurant and wine-cellar 

owner he offers an original and gourmet stop 
on the edge of the Rhône river. His bistro-like restaurant  
Auberge Monnet  has a choice of local, seasonal dishes with 
products coming from local producers. Just next door his 
wine bar, “le piège à bouchons”, is a genuine place for sharing 
around a fine plate of food and glass of wine and also for 
discovering the wines of 60 winemakers of the Rhône Valley. 
Last but not least, Eric can take the more adventurous for a  
tour round the vineyard aboard his mythical Kübelwagen, 
an all-terrain open-top vehicle dating back to 1973 !

« Le Bateau ivre »  

IN Tain l’Hermitage
Named after the famous 
poem by Arthur Rimbaud, 
this wine bar is situated in the 
town centre not far from the 
footbridge Marc Seguin linking 
the two towns Tain l’hermitage 
and Tournon-sur-Rhône. Its  
menu offers a dozen different 
wine appellations by the glass 
to accompany  a selection of 
small dishes (pork meats, 
cheese, dips...)

Did you know ?
The destination « D’Hermitage en 
Saint-Joseph » was awarded the 
national Vignobles & Découvertes 
label in 2011. 84 professionals, 
fervent ambassadors of the wine 
region, make a great deal of effort 
all year round in order to share their 
passion of wine.

Great wines to taste !

Focus on ...

5 4 

Watch out for talents !

Looking where  
to go for drink 



DES GOURMANDISES… AH SAVOURER 

Did you know ? 
Even if the name Albéric Guirronnet 
does not ring a bell, Valrhona 
chocolate owes its worldwide success 
to this man ! In 1922 in Tournon-sur-
Rhône, the cake-maker created “the 
Chocolaterie du Vivarais” reserved 
only for professionals which then 
moved over to the other side of the 
Rhône river and became “Val-rhona” 
in 1947.

Did you know ? 
In Larnage the white clay of the 
quarries is used as terracotta f i rebr 
ick for the making of wood-f ired 
ovens. The company Le Panyol, 
located in Tain l’Hermitage since 
1840, has made its name thanks 
to this material with its unique 
properties for cooking food.
lepanyol.com

Zoom sur ...
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Ardèche Hermitage is definitely a place to stop along the French Gastronomy 
Valley route going from Dijon to Marseille. Here gastronomy has been made 
an art of living where the melanosporum black truffle grows in the fertile soil 
of Hilly Drôme while Valrhôna exhalts chocolate throughout the world. Simply 
irresistible ! 

100 years 100% chocolate !
Having joined the club of centenary businesses in 2022, the 
chocolate-maker in Tain l’Hermitage continues to captivate and 
innovate around the precious cocoa bean, from the bitterness 
of the Guanja bean to the mildness of the Dulcey blond. By 
working towards making responsable chocolate from fairtrade 
products,  Valrhona follows  the slogan “Together, let’s do some 
good with something good”.

Since 1989 the Ecole du Grand Chocolat has trained 
professionals in the subtilities of the the black gold whereas 
the Ecole des Gourmets offers training sessions  for the general 
public, going from 30-minute sessions to 2 days. 

Come and visit the Cité du Chocolat, celebrating its 10th 
anniversary in 2023, to discover the secrets of how a square of 
chocolate is made. A place for interactive and multi-sensorial 
discoveries, Valrhona aims towards becoming the first eco-
friendly site in Drôme. Every year over 140 000 visitors come to 
take part in workshops, events and tastings all 100% chocolate. 
Not-to-be-missed during your visit is the all-chocolate meal, from 
start to finish,  at the Porcelana self-service restaurant!

 
www.citeduchocolat.com

Jérémy Aspa and Baptiste 
Sirand took top honors last 
winter on the small screen. 
Both trainer cake-makers in 
Valrhona training centre, they 
were the winners of the last 
edition of the “Le Meilleur 
Pâtissier, les professionnels” 
on the M6 television channel. 
As a reward they were offered 
the chance to work with Pierre 
Hermé creating an exceptional 
cake called Miraflorès; a marvel 
of sweetness and taste with red 
berries, mango and strawberry. 
Yum-yum  !
hautlesgrappes.fr

the pogne of Maison 
Ronjat 
An Easter tradition dating back to the 
Middle-ages, the “pogne” is a sort of 
brioche, fla-voured with orange-flower 
whereas  the similar St Genix with 
pralines, is a more recent creation. In 
Saint-Donat-sur-l’Herbasse, only a few 
steps away from the Palais Delphinal 
Collegiate, the 8th generation of 
Maison Ronjat closely guards secret 
the   recipe for both these renowned, 
regional specialities. The Pogne of 
Maison Ronjat has had  its trademark 
“Donatienne” (meaning originating 
from Saint Donat) since 1910. Although 
not as much a favourite as the one from 
Romans, it is without a doubt a unique 
recipe that every fine taste-bud should 
savor once in a lifetime ! 

The truffle patch  
of Baume Saint Antoine  
Did you know ? Drôme is the 
first French county to produce 
black truffles. Karine and Franck 
Boissieux unveil the mystery of one 
of the most precious and also most 
appreciated products of French 
gastronomy : tuber melanosporum 
known more commonly as the 
Black Truffle of Drôme des Collines. 
Come and visit this family estate 
where you can meet enthusiasts 
f rom generation to generation 
(the 3rd already) take part in truffle 
hunting then end the outing with 
a delicious meal in their farm-
restaurant. Enjoy a genuine 
experience around the famous 
black diamond. 

La Poule Grasse, a gourmet 
farm-to-table cuisine   
Boris Audot left behind the stoves of the 
Café in the town centre of Tain l’Hermitage 
in summer 2021 to dedicate himself totally 
to his restaurant activity and experimental 
micro-farm at the top of the village of 
Chantemerle-les-Blés, a project that he and 
his wife Nathalie had seriously mulled over 
for some time. The couple welcome you on 
their farm with a menu of 6 dishes all made 
from local products and cooked entirely 
in a wood-burning Panyol oven. No 
stopping for those in a hurry or amateurs of 
fastfood... because here, patience is a vertue
https://www.lapoulegrasse.com

the caillé doux  
of Saint Félicien 
The caillé doux, only farm produced, 
is a flat cylinder-shape, soft raw 
goat’s milk cheese with a blooming 
crust. Its name “doux” meaning mild, 
comes f rom the process of a fast  
curdling of the milk and is protected 
by a registered trademark. Not to be 
mistaken for the just-as-delicious Saint 
Félicien cheese.

The Drôme des Collines truffle  
“the black diamond" 
A true diamond of French cuisine, according to Brillat-Savarin, the 
truffle is at the heart of the area’s gourmet activities. Of the 400 
truffle producers in France, 150 are based in Drôme des Collines, 
mostly around Saint-Donat-sur-l’Herbasse. In fact, within the 
next 10 years the region is likely to become the biggest French 
melanosporum black truffle producer. 
www.confrerietruffedrome.com

Quelques adresses
 
Before leaving Ardèche Hermitage, if 
love of f ine food is one of your guilty 
pleasures you must taste some of the local 
specialities : ravioles, caillettes, picodons, 
apricots, cherries, walnuts, chestnut 
spread... These same products are often 
used to enhance dishes by the chefs in 
great restaurants of the region. 

In Ardèche Hermitage there are no fewer 
than  5 Bib gourmands :

La Récré, 
Le Cerisier,  
Le Mangevins,  
Michel Chabran's Espace Gourmand 
Le Quai 

and 10 Master Chefs who wear their 
title proudly, proof of a high quality  
homemade cuisine all based on local 
products. à base de produits du terroir.

3 events « truffés »  
à ne pas rater

 
Fin novembre : l’ouverture de la saison des 
truffes : défilé, messe des trufficulteurs, 
m a rc h é  a u x  t r u f f e s ,  ex p o s i t i o n 
mycologique, démonstration de cavage 
(recherche de truffes). 

De décembre à février : les matinées 
découverte de la truffe noire : visite d’une 
truffière, cavage, repas truffé.

Le dimanche avant Noel : la foire aux 
volailles, truffes et saveurs des collines 
à Saint Donat sur l’Herbasse arborent 
fièrement leur titre, preuve d’une cuisine 
de qualité faite maison et à base de 
produits du terroir.

Watch out for talents !



Quelques dates
 

 Trail Duo de l’Hermitage 
11th edition,  
the 13th and 14th may  2023  
Tain l’Hermitage / Crozes Hermitage,
www.duo-hermitage.com

 Semi-Marathon  
 Hermitage St-Joseph 
4th edition,  
Sunday 15th October 2023, 
Tournon / Tain l’Hermitage 
d’animations autour de nos 
vignobles.
facebook.com/semihermitagestjoseph/

 L'ardéchoise 
30th edition 
14th to 17th June  2023,
Saint Félicien and roundabouts
A legendary competition, if that 
exists, the Ardèchoise is quite 
simply the biggest amateur 
tourism cyling event in Europe with 
round 15000 participants each 
year. The circuits can last from 1 
to 4 days with the chance to stay 
in one of the many guest houses 
in the heart of the Ardèche Verte 
region. 
www.ardechoise.com

 X Kern Trail 
8th edition,  
Sunday 3rd December 2023, 
Colombier le Vieux
facebook.com/XKern.Trail/

Moving about in Ardèche Hermitage ? Child’s play ! Apart from the numerous 
rambling, cycling and mountain-bike tracks, many other original activities and 
events, for all ages, can be found in the region, whatever time of the year : Gorges 
du Doux Rail Bike, the Ardèche steam train, remarkable gardens along with places 
to relax and swim to cool down in summer. So, on your marks, set, breathe !

Awesome getaways 
A true paradise for cyclists, Ardèche Hermitage offers a 
playground for everyone,  young and old : from the ViaRhôna, 
accessible to all levels, to the mountain passes in Ardèche, more 
for the sporty ones, ride along the pleasant roads of Drôme des 
Collines (hilly Drôme)... Those who are used to e-bikes can find all 
they need in the guide “Ride connected in AH” that includes 20 
itineraries,  rather like a roadbook and also indicates the electric 
autonomy needed for each trip. 
https://www.ardeche-hermitage.com

The Ardèchoise cycling race celebrates  
its 30th anniversay  !
With its first event in 1992 in Saint Félicien,  the most important 
mountain tourist cycling race in the world is celebrating its 
30th anniversary this year. Every year no fewer than 160 villages 
prepare celebrations to welcome around 15000 cyclists on 
different circuits for : sporty cyclists, touring cyclists, rambling 
cyclists, young cyclists, disabled cyclists and of course e-bike 
cyclists. There’s bound to be one to suit you and make you want 
to come back again to enjoy the warm welcome and unequalled 
atmosphere of this great venue  !
https://www.ardechoise.com

A gentle mobility network 
With family or friends cycling routes offer a great opportunity to 
reconsider how you move about : on foot, by bike,  roller-skates, 
scooters or even wheelchairs... In Ardèche Hermitage there are 
3 to choose between: the ViaRhôna linking Lake Leman to the 
Mediterranean alongside  the river Rhône, skipping from one 
side to the other and offering a magnificent view of the orchards 
and vineyards; or joining up with the 90 kilometre Dolce Via 
via the Train d’Ardèche, along this gentle cycling route crossing 
through preserved landscapes and  natural countryside areas or 
finally the VVV (Vélo Voie Verte) cycling route that travels 42km 
starting in the open countryside around Valence and heading 
towards St Nazaire en Royans.  
www.viarhona.com
https://www.dolce-via.com/fr/

Did you know ?
There are no fewer than 7 Sensitive 
N a t u ra l  A rea s  i n  A rd è c h e 
Hermitage of which 4 of them 
are open to the public :
- the gorges of the Doux, Daronne 
and Duzon rivers running through 
10 villages betweenTournon-sur-
Rhône and Boucieu-le-Roi
- Pierre Aiguille Hill in Crozes 
Hermitage
- Mouchet Lake in Chavannes
- Musards Lake in La Roche-de-Glun.
All year long events, open to the 
public, take place on these sites with 
activities promot-ing environmental 
awareness and protective measures. 
https://espaces-naturels.archeagglo.fr

Did you know ?
In Ardèche Hermitage 25 places 
(hotels ,  gîtes ,  guest houses, 
campsites…) have the label “Cyclists 
welcome”. The label ensures a 
quality of service for cyclists : 
appropriate equipment, specif ic 
documentation, advice on routes 
and tourist sites close by… As 
according to the “Cyclists welcome” 
charter, all the facilities are situated 
less than 5km from a cycling route. 

Halfway between a bike and a cart, out in the open, the Rail Bike offers 4 to 5 seaters for 
family or friends for a pedalling trip along the historical Vivarais Railway… A unique 
chance to combine a physical activity whilst discovering a wild, unspoilt nature along the 
mountainsides. Choose between 4 different circuits : les Châtaignes (8km), les Libellules 
(12km), le 45ème Parallèle (12km) and la Grande Aventure, a long distance track measuring 
20km for thrill seekers ! Departures from Boucieu-le-Roi fromApril to October.
velorailardeche.com

A nature…to explore ! 
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Discover more to rambling than just walking
Do you fancy trying the many rambling trails in the area but 
have no idea where to start ?  Several discovery nature walks 
have been developed : the educational trails “Sur les pas 
de Gambert” includes  11 sections explaining all about the 
Hermitage wine appellation (its geology, varieties and terroirs); 
the secret nature of the Gorges de la  Daronne ; the “balade 
à tous les vents” round the Pierre Aiguille viewing site and 
the Marie Moutier trail in Vau-devant. Over 160 itineraries by 
bike or on foot can be found on the website :  www.rando-
ardeche-hermitage.fr. To make life easier you can also find an 
app with the same name where you can download the circuit 
before departure leaving no need for Internet connection 
along the way. Totally free, easy to use and compatible on all 
smartphones ! The app is also for mountain-bike, road-bike 
and e-bike cyclists.

Gorges du Doux Rail Bike

All jump in !
T h e  Es pa ce  L i n a ë  i n  Ta i n 
l’Hermitage is an indoor swimming 
complex for either the more sporty 
ones or just for family. It includes a 
training pool, a fun pool and two 
paddling pools for
the young. In Saint-Donat the 
Domaine du Lac de Champos is an 
ideal site for a family day out with its 
lake, water slides and various other 
water activities (canoeing, pedal 
boats, fishing…).

the art of slow tourism 
Take time to admire the landscape, to 
soak up the nature around you, explore 
the heritage and exchange with the 
local people..., A tourism that respects the 
eco-system, prefers genuine encounters 
is what, “chosen time” tourism in Ardèche 
Hermitage is all about. As you move about discovering the region choose the 
multi-modality means... Combining the pleasure of a day out cycling with a 
journey by train, bus or boat is possible !
Leaving from the port of Tournon-sur-Rhône, the Compagnie des Canotiers 
Boat n’bike will take you aboard their  17-metre long and 5-metre wide green-
friendly catamaran for a unique one-day experience called « La boucle 
bleue-vert-vapeur »(the blue-green-steam trip) : the program consists of a 
trip upriver on the Rhône including going through a lock, cycling at your own 
pace between St Vallier and St Jean de Muzols then boarding the “Train des 
Gorges” towards Colombier-le-Vieux then back to Tournon ! Other destinations 
are available as the catamaran sails each season between Andancette and 
La Voulte with its departure point in Tournon. 
www.canotiersboatnbike.com

For those who prefer two-wheels, jump on board the Train d’Ardèche with 
your bike (free of charge) and head for the cycling route network “la Dolce 
Via”. Bikes are also accepted on the bus route going up to the flat highland of 
Ardèche making for great downhill joyrides (bus route N°11 between Tournon 
and St Félicien).

Zoom sur ...
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Have fun as you visit 
I t ’s  never  easy  to  mot ivate 
children when visiting places, but 
Ardèche Hermitage has found the 
solution  ! In Tournon-sur-Rhône, 
Tain l’Hermitage, Saint Donat-sur-
l’Herbasse, la Roche de Glun and 
Boucieu-le-Roi treasures hunts will 
make discovering the heart of the 
villages more fun ! It’s quite simple; 
just download the free app Baludik 
and follow the instructions to solve 
the enigmas !

A HISTORY… TO DISCOVER !
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GARDENS FULL OF SERENITY  !
The Zen garden in Beaumont-Monteux is both a place to stroll and 
meditate. Erik Borja, a visionary artist, created this Japanese inspired 
garden, constantly changing and offering artistic entertainment 
visits.
Not-to-be-missed :  Autumn splendors of Japanese maple trees in 
October. Festivities are planned to celebrate  the 50th anniversary 
of the gardens in 2023. 
www.erikborja.fr

Eric Lelong’s Garden of Eden in Tournon-sur-Rhône, offers a 
unique panoramic view of the town from above. At the heart of 
the grounds of the former Cordeliers Monastery, the colourful setting, 
brimming with history, features tiny bridges, fountains, oratories and 
a Re-naissance tower. Two cottages named “La Maison de Raphaël” 
are available for accommo-dation. 
www.edenparc.eu/fr

Focus on  ...

AH… la vie de château !
Quelques dates

 
 Festival Vochora 
25th edition,  
8th to 23rd July  2023  
Tournon-sur-Rhône et Tain 
l’Hermitage 
https://vochora.fr 

 Festival Bach  
 « Les Métamorphoses » 
30th July to 7th August  2023, 
Saint Donat sur l’Herbasse
www.cmi-bach.com

 Festival Shakespeare 
23rd edition 
End of July 2023,
Tournon-sur-Rhône, Tain 
l’Hermitage et Lamastre 
www.festivalshakesperare.com

 Festival National  
 des Humoristes 
34th edition,   
25th August to 5th September  2023 
Tournon-sur-Rhône et Tain 
l’Hermitage
www.festivaldeshumoristes.com

 Château Floor Festival 
3rd edition,  
early September  2023 
Tournon-sur-Rhône et Tain 
l’Hermitage
facebook.com/chateaufloorfestival

Tournon Castle
Perched on a rocky cliff, Tournon Castle, with its avant-garde Renaissance 
architecture, is worth the visit if only for its terraces and panoramic view 
over the town, the Rhône river and the famous Hermitage hillside. The site 
is brimming with history and nowadays, houses a museum (with the Musée de 
France label) displaying a rich collection of paintings from the Renaissance period 
up to present day. Both a remembrance site and a cultural venue, the castle holds 
several temporary exhibitions each year as well as other events (escape game, 
chasse aux oeufs, concerts…) highlighting its architecture. 
www.chateaumusee-tournon.com

Charmes Castle 
The only private castle in Drôme open to visitors is also a home to its owner all 
year round and has a story to tell : that of the great eras of French art de vivre. If 
you stay there Nico-las Chenivesse, the Lord of the manor himself, will tell you all 
about this special place. It was built in XIIth century on a castle mound and was for 
a long time only used simply as a place to live. After being abandoned for several 
years the edifice regained its beauty and now offers an electronic  music festival 
early September ! For amateurs of good wine, have a try at tasting the emblematic 
vintage of the estate. 
www.chateaudecharmes.fr

Chavagnac Castle 
The castle  appeared on the M6 television channel last summer on the programme 
“the castle of my dreams”. It is situated in the small village of Lemps above the 
town of Tournon-sur-Rhône and was built in the XIXth century. Of a Directoire-style 
the edifice is surrounded by woods, grassland and vines ideal for a stroll. The 
place is suitable for wed-ding and other receptions as it offers 5 guest rooms and 3 
independant gîtes in a unique setting steeped in history. 
www.chateauchavagnac.com

The history of the area is intimately linked to several great names in poetry, 
literature and painting : Marc Seguin who built the first footbridge in Tournon-
sur-Rhône, Stéphane Mal-larmé sent to Tournon in 1863 to teach English, La 
Marquise de Sévigné, Pierre de Ronsard, François Rabelais… Men and women 
who left their mark on the history of Ardèche-Hermitage. You will find plenty of 
opportunities to follow in the footsteps of this rich cultur-al history… 

Plenty of character 
Whether you choose the quaint village of Boucieu-le-Roi situated 
between Tournon-sur-Rhône and Lamastre or the picturesque town 
of Saint-Donat-sur-l’Herbasse with its rich cultural and historical 
heritage, on your visit, Ardèche Hermitage will plunge you into its 
past history. 

Classed as a French “Village and City of character”, in 1291 Boucieu-
le-Roi became the seat of a Bailiwick, in other words a royal court 
of justice covering the Haut-Vivarais area until it was replaced by 
the town of Annonay in 1565. Nicknamed “village of 1000 secrets” 
Boucieu-le-Roi is quite surprising with its ancient buildings and its 
history to be discovered when you visit the village museum and 
exhibition of regional traditions. The village is also the departure 
point for the Doux Gorges Railbike circuit. A place not to be missed 
for enthu-siasts of history and old stones.  

Over the other side of the Rhône river, the town of Saint-Donat-sur-
l’Herbasse offers a re-markable architectural heritage particularly 
with its classified historical monument Palais Delphinal which has 
loomed over the village since its building in XIIth century. After a stroll 
through the village streets and evidence of the French resistance, 
head east to admire the rock dwellings dug into the hillsides. A 
detour well worth it !

Ready for a journey through time? From the Tournon St-Jean station in Saint-
Jean-de-Muzols, the Ardèche Train takes steam engine enthusiasts on a ride 
to the heart of the Doux Gorges. The tracks cross cliffs, viaducts and tunnels, 
including the 265m-long Mordane Tunnel. Enjoy breath-taking panoramic views 
of the meanders of the Doux River.
Are you looking for something original to celebrate an occasion ? This year the 
Ardèche Train has chosen to privatise one of their 1st class vintage rail cars, 
listed as historical monuments. A chance to enjoy the luxury of the “Golden Age” !
Good ideas : bikes are free of charge aboard for cyclists wishing to join up to 
the Dolce Via cycling track  network. If you wish to spend a no-car day you can 
combine a trip on the steam train and cycling on the ViaRhôna trail directly from 
the station in Boucieu-le-Roi ! Departures from April to December. 
www.trainardeche.fr

Board the Ardèche Train 
for a scenic view

Le Château de Fontager 
A gem of architecture and steeped 
in history, the Château de Fontager 
in Serves-sur-Rhône was built by the 
Romans. Property of a Danishman for 
the last 25 years, the edifice  under-
went extensive refurbishment before 
it re-opened in 2022. Elegance and 
refinement are the key words for this 
site that offers 22 guest rooms, a semi-
gastronomical restaurant with its 
matured meats, several private salons 
and meeting rooms, not forgetting its 
splendid 35 by 19-metre pool in the 
summer set in a woodland park. 

Special tasting holiday offer : 
2-night stay in double room with 
breakfast served in the Clois-ter Room. 
“Découverte” menu in the evening 
with a glass of champagne served in 
the restaurant Le Chant de la Source.

https://chateaudefontager.fr

Holiday idea 



A unique experience  
to enjoy 

again and again  !   

Find us all year round on :

 Facebook 

 Instagram 

Tourist Office Internet site :  

www.ardeche-hermitage.com
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Press contact :

Nicolas Rideau 
Managing director
+33 (0)6 84 08 08 73
n.rideau@ah-tourisme.com

I LOVE IT ...
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